Now recent economic conditions in Japan have caused many systems to be reformed with little regard to their own historical background. Thus, in its attempt to align itself with Western-style medical care the Japanese government was forced to give up the implementation of separating prescribing and dispensing functions at the time of the birth of modern medical care system in Japan. In the process, however, it succeeded in eradicating traditional drugs from standard medical care. In view of this process, it can be said that practitioners of Western medicine, like the physicians in England, established their medical ascendancy over practitioners of traditional medicine. They are similar to the English apothecaries who were also forced to give up using their own traditional drugs.
